International Journal of Applied Science and Technology

Vol. 1 No. 6; November 2011

Radiative Double Diffusive Free Convective Flow towards a Stagnation Point with
Catalytic Surface Reaction
Okedayo G. T.
Gbadeyan J. A.
Olanrewaju P. O.
Department of mathematics
Covenant University
Ota, Ogun state
Nigeria.
Abstract
In this work we consider the double diffusive free convection flow of an incompressible fluid with radiation and
catalytic surface reaction toward a stagnation point, the governing partial differential equations were
transformed into a system of coupled ordinary differential equations using method of similarity and are solved
using the fourth order runge-kuta iteration technique together with the shooting method, effects of the various
thermo-physical parameters were also investigated and visualized graphically.
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Introduction
Studies involving surface reaction have become important due to its varied application in both scientific and
industrial applications. These reaction often proceeds slowly therefore requires the effect of catalyst to speed off
these reactions[Pop and Ingham2001]. Meanwhile the study of the transport processes and there interaction with
chemical reactions and thermal radiation are quite difficult and are intimately connected to the underlying
hydrodynamics of the process[Makinde et’al, 2011]. More over the study of the heat generation and absorption
effects in moving fluids are important in several studies involving exothermic and endothermic chemical
reactions.Several studies have been done involving chemical reactions in boundary layer flow these includes both
experimental and theoretical analysis such as the work of Merkin and chaudhary[1994,1996], Chaudhary
et’al[1995].who proposed a model for free convective boundary layers which are generated purely by heat
supplied to the surroundings fluid by exothermic surface reactions. They assumed that on the surface the catalyst
the reaction is modeled by a single first order Arrhenius kinetics. They neglected the effect of the concentration
induced buoyancy term and thermal radiation.
Makinde et’al[2011] also studied the unsteady convection with chemical reaction and radiative heat transfer past a
flat porous plate moving through a binary fluid but neglected surface reaction and radiation, in their work they
assumed a one dimensional flow and that the reactions takes place in the whole boundary layer. The aim of this
study is therefore to investigate the steady boundary layer flow of an incompressible fluid with catalytic surface
reaction and radiative heat transfer, using a similarity transform together with the Runge-Kuta iterative shooting
technique. The analysis of the results obtained shows that the flow field is influenced by the surface reaction,
thermal radiation, thermal Grasshof number, solutal Grasshof number and the Schmidt number.
Mathematical Model
Consider the convective flow of with surface reaction and radiative heat transfer of an optical thick fluid toward a
stagnation point. We choose the catersian axes (x,y) parallel and perpendicular to the flow field with velocity
components (u,v) respectively. Under these conditions the momentum, energy and chemical species concentration
balance equations governing the problem may be written as [Pop and Ingham, 2001].
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Where u and v are the velocity components on the x and y directions respectively, T is the temperature, g is the
acceleration due to gravity,  is the coefficient of expansivity, D is the molecular diffusion coefficient, C is the
mass concentration, T is the free stream temperature, C  is the free stream concentration, Uw (x) is the wall
velocity, Q is the heat of reaction k0 is a constant S(x) is a body function E is the activation energy, R is the
universal gas constant.
In order to solve equations (1)-(6) above we introduce the following dimensionless quantities
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Using the above dimensionless quantities and the Rosseland approximation for an optically thick gas we have the
following coupled differential equations.
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the transformed boundary conditions are
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Where prime represents derivative with respect to  ,  2 is the reactant consumption parameter, 1 is the
Damkohler number, Pr is the Prandtl number, Sc is the Schmidt number, G t is the thermal Grasshof number,
Gc=solutal grasshof number  is the activation energy parameter, R is the radiation parameter. Other physical
parameter of interest are the skin friction, Nusselt number and Sherwood number which are numerically
determined in this study. They are defined in dimensionless terms as ,  (0)  - f  (0), Nu=   , Sh=   (0).
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Numerical Computation
The set of coupled non-linear ordinary differential equations (7)-(9) together with the associated boundary
conditions have been solved numerically by using the Runge-Kuta integration technique together with the
iterative shooting procedure. The computations were carried out by a program which uses a symbolic and
computational computer language MAPLE.
Results and Discussion
In order to get insight into the physical significance of the problem the velocity, temperature and concentration
have been computed and visualized graphically. The values of the skin friction, Nusselt and Sherwood numbers
have been computed for various values of the physical parameters. These results are shown in Table.1 and Figs.111. In table.1 we show the computed values of the skin friction, Nusselt and Sherwood numbers, it is seen that the
skin friction deceases while the Nusselt and Sherwood numbers increases for increasing values of
1  0.1, 0.15, 0.2, 0.25, 0.3 while the skin friction and Sherwood number increases the Nusselt number
decreases for increasing values of  2  0.1, 0.15, 0.2 which signifies an increase in consumption of the reactant.
Its seen that increase in the thermal Grasshof number(Gt=1, 3, 5) increases the Nusselt and Sherwood numbers
while they decrease for the solutal Grasshof number(Gc=10, 30, 50). While the skin friction decreases with
increase in the radiation parameters(R=1, 1.2, 1.4) the Nusselt and Sherwood numbers increase slightly.
Table.1: Effects of various parameters on the skin friction, Nusselt number and Sherwood number.
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The velocity profiles are depicted in Figs.1,6,8,9 and 10 below. It is seen that the velocity profiles increases for
increase in the reaction rate parameter 1 , the radiation parameter R, and the thermal Grasshof number while it
decreases for the solutal Grasshof number and the prandtl number. The profile of the temperature is shown in
Figs.2,7 and 11. It is observed that for the rate constant and the radiation term the temperature profile is increasing
while it decreases with the prandtl number. The response of the concentration profile to the various parameter of
interest is shown in Figs.3, 4 and 5. We observed that the concentration decreases with increasing values of the
reaction rate and reactant absorption parameters while it increases with increase in the Schmidt number.
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Conclusion
The problem of radiative double diffusive catalytic surface reaction has been solved using the method of
similarity transformation combined with the fourth order Runge-Kuta shooting iterative technique. The effects of
the various thermo-physical parameters have also been studied.
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